
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year R Term 3 2019/20 
 

 
Hello everyone! We hope you have all enjoyed a wonderful Winter break with family and friends. We 

cannot wait to start our new term and have planned lots of fun and exciting activities for the children to 
enjoy in their learning. This newsletter will give you a brief overview of what your child will be covering 

for the next six weeks up until half term. If you have any questions please speak with any member of the 
Senior Leadership Team or see your child’s teacher at the end of the school day.  

 

Reading and Writing 
This term we will be using our phonics to help us write words 
and simple sentences.  We are learning how to break down 
words into sounds and are now learning how to use ‘finger’ 
spaces to separate words.  We will be encouraging children to 
write for a purpose: letters, lists, cards, messages etc.  If you 
spot this happening at home, please photograph it or ask your 
child to bring it in to share and celebrate with us.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Phonics we will be focusing on the following sounds: 
 

  f, ff, l, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu 
 
We will also be focusing on the following tricky words (being 
able to read and spell them): 
 

 I, no, go, into, the, he, she, we, me, be  
 

This website may help: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics
%20phase%202 
 

Maths 
In maths this term, will we will be  
 

 counting from 0 to 20 

 counting from 20 to 0 

 writing numbers 0 to 10 

 finding one less than a given number 

 counting out objects from a larger 
set 

 describing position in relation to 
other things (behind, in front, on 
top, below etc) 

 
We are also encouraging children to 
know the days of the week and months 
of the year.   
 
If you would like any information on 
how we teach these methods in class or 
guidance on how to support at home, 
please do not hesitate to speak to either 
Mrs Kelly or Mrs Sell. 
 
These websites may help: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grown
ups/help-your-child-with-maths 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows
/the-numtums 
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Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
 
We have discovered that many children would like to learn about Space.   We will exploring light and 
dark in relation to the earth, moon and sun and hopefully this will encourage some inquisitive and 
thought provoking questions from the children.  We will be also be learning about different light sources 
and how light reflects off different surfaces.  We would like children to have the opportunity to bring in a 
torch (please label it) so that they can explore the concept of light in our dark tent.  These will be stored 
in a safe place when not in use in the classroom.   
 
We will then be learning about weather and linking this to the seasons.  We will explore fog, ice, wind 
and hopefully get outside to experience it first-hand. 

 
 
 
 

PE will normally take place on a Thursday. 

 

 
Forest skills will be on a Thursday morning – please add 
your name to the rota on the noticeboard if you think 
you can help out.  Many thanks to the parents who 
have helped out previously: 

 Supporting children to get changed into their 
waterproofs and boots 

 Supporting play in Forest School 

 Supporting activities 

 Helping with hand washing, hot chocolates and 
‘café time’. 

 Washing mugs and flasks. 
 

 Home learning will go home on a Wednesday and will 
be collected from Monday onwards.  It will continue to 
be a sheet focusing on the sounds we are learning.  
Please encourage your child to use their book to 
practise any letter writing.  The maths termly challenge 
will cover the six weeks and will focus on the objectives 
that we have mentioned above. 
 
This website may help with letter formation: 
www.letterjoin.co.uk 
school:  clx7 
username: lj3333 
password: home  

 This term we start the reading challenge and join the 
rest of the school in the endeavour to read at least five 
times a week.  Every time the children do this, they 
each place a pebble in the class jar and these pebbles 
are counted at the end of the term.  It would be great 
for Reception class to win their first term in the 
competition (only five minutes a day is needed). 
 
Remember you can visit the school library on our Friday 
during Stay and Read sessions.  You may take out a 

http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


‘sharing book’ with your child or alternatively, visit the 
local library in Yate as they have a fantastic selection of 
books to borrow.  
 
A big plea for help:- we would love some regular 
reading helpers for our Reception pupils.  Every little bit 
of help that you can offer is greatly appreciated at such 
an important part of the children’s learning journey.  If 
any grandparents, aunties or uncles are willing to offer 
regular help we would gladly ‘train’ them so that they 
feel able to support the children appropriately.  Please 
see either Mrs Kelly or Mrs Sell if you think you can 
help. 

 
Year R Term 3 Key dates: 
   
Reception Workshop Wed 12th February 9am – 10am (focus:  writing) 
  
 
 


