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Assessment Focus 1 
 

Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding 
of text, to read for meaning.  
 
Can the child use a range of strategies to actually read the text? For 
example: can the child use the visual clues (phonics), the meaning of 
the sentence and the correct grammar to make their reading look and 
sound right?  
 
If your child cannot read the word:  
 Have you tried sounding it out? 

 What could that say? 

 Read the sentence from the start.  

 Use the picture to help you.  
 Omit the word, continue to the end of the sentence and then 

       go back to see if the context of the sentence can help. 
 
If your child reads an incorrect word  

 Does that make sense?  

 You said ‘went’. Would that word fit here?  

 Repeat the sentence to your child. Ask: what was wrong?  
 
What is your child aiming for? 
 To read a range of key words on sight and to read with fluency 

and expression 

Assessment Focus 2 
 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, 
events or ideas from texts and use quotation and 
reference to text.  
 
Can the child find information which is clearly stated in the text?  
 
Questions to ask:  
 

 Where did the story take place?  

 When did the story take place?  

 What did he/she look like?  

 Who are the key characters in the story?  

 What happened first/next/at the end of the story?  

 What kinds of people are in the story?  

 Read the part that tells me......?  

 Can you find the part when .......?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment Focus 3 
 
Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas 
from texts  
 
Can the child ‘read between the lines’ to work out information that 
might not be fully stated, but is hinted or suggested? For example, if 
the child reads that a character slumped their shoulders and dragged 
their feet along the ground, can the child deduce that the character 
feel sad?  
 
Questions to ask:  
 

 What words tell you that?  

 How do you feel about that?  

 What sort of person do you think ... is? What words tell 
you that?  

 What does this tell you about how ... is feeling? If it were 
you, what would you be thinking? Why?  

 Predict what you think is going to happen? Why do you 
think that?  

 What do you think about ... ? What in the text makes you 
think that?  

 How did one of the characters change in the story?  
 
 
 

Assessment Focus 4 
 

Identify and comment on the structure and 
organisation of texts, including grammatical and 
presentational features at text level.  
 
Can the child explain why the text has been set out on the page in a 
certain way? For example, why has the author used numbered points 
in a set of instructions?  
 
Questions to ask:  

 What kind of text is this? How do you know?  

 What would you expect in a text of this type?  

 What words tell you there is an order to be followed in this 
text?  

 What is the main event in this story?  

 Why has this picture been used here?  

 How do you know the order to follow in this text?  

 Why have these words been made to stand out?  

 Why are these words in italics?  

 Why are some parts of the text in boxes?  

 What are the sub-headings for?  

 What do the arrows on the text tell you?  

 What would happen if the events in the text were changed?  



Assessment Focus 5 
 

Explain and comment on writers' use of language, 
including grammatical and literary features at word 
and sentence level.  
 
Can the child explain why the author has chosen particular words? 
For example, if the author has described the sea as a ‘furious monster’ 
can the child say that the author has done so to make the sea sound 
alive and threatening?  
 
Questions to ask:  

 I wonder why the author used those words to describe the 
sea? What do you think?  

 What do these words mean? Why did the author choose to 
use them?  

 How has the author used adjectives to make this character 
sound funny?  

 What does this description of this character tell us about 
how they are feeling?  

 What do these words tell you about?  

 Why do you think the author has mentioned ... a lot in the 
story?  

 Why do you think the author has chosen those words to 
describe ... ?  

 Why do you think the author has written this sentence in 
this way?  

Assessment Focus 6 
 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and 
viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the 
reader.  
 
Can the child identify the overall effect that the author has created, 
the message that the author wanted to convey?  
 
Questions to ask:  
 

 I wonder why the author has decided to ...? What do you 
think?  

 What was on the author’s mind when...?  

 Why did the author choose this setting?  

 What makes this a good story?  

 How does this story make you feel?  

 Why do you think the writer wrote that description in this 
way?  

 What is the author trying to tell you about... ?  
 
 
 
 



Assessment Focus 7 
 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical 
contexts and literary traditions.  
 
Can the child identify texts which are from a similar tradition? For 
example fairy tale. Can they identify a story that is set in the past? 
  
Questions to ask:  
 

 Can you think of another story that has the same theme 
e.g. good triumphs over evil, weak over strong, wise over 
foolish?  

 Do you know another story where the characters have the 
same issues?  

 What does this story remind you of?  

 How would you feel if you were treated like this?  

 Have you heard this story before? Was it different in any 
parts? What was the same about the two versions of this 
story?  

 

 


