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Together we rise to the challenge 



Why have levels been removed? 

By removing levels we will allow teachers greater flexibility in the way 
that they plan and assess pupils’ learning.  

DfE September 2014 

Levels have been a distracting, over-generalised label, giving 
misleading signals about the genuine attainment of pupils. 

 

In short, levels were just too vague and imprecise. They were 

misleading as to what pupils knew and could do. The use of levels 
was pushing pupils on to new material - in the name of ‘pace’ - 
when they had not adequately understood vital content, and had 

serious gaps in their knowledge.                     Nick Gibb February 2015 



Children were given a level of attainment at the 

end of each year based on National Curriculum 

attainment targets. 

The only benchmark for parents was that a child 

was attaining at the ‘national average’ if they 

were a level 2b at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2) 

or a level 4 at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6). 

This meant that putting exact figures on where a 

child was throughout their time in school was 

difficult. 

The ‘levels’ system 



Ensuring pupil assessment provides an accurate 
picture of a pupil’s attainment and progress.  

The government wants to reduce central 
prescription and believes teachers should have 
the freedom to develop formative assessment 
systems that best fit the needs of their pupils. 
This approach will bring England in line with the 
top-performing countries and regions in the 
world, including Singapore and Hong Kong. 

Nick Gibb, 2015 

 

Philosophy behind new assessment 



Ministers are looking towards approaches to 
learning and teaching from high performing 

countries around the world- in particular the Far 

East. 

The new focus is on ‘Mastery’ of the curriculum. 

This is a significant shift in educational thinking as 

before schools were expected to push pupils 
quickly through content and onto higher level 

concepts. 

A New Approach… 



This new philosophy changes the way we think 
about teaching and learning. 

In line with countries such as Singapore, all pupils 
in a class will be taught similar content. 

Differentiation will be through application and 
depth rather than more difficult concepts. 

Time will be spent exploring concepts in more 
depth and through a range of concepts so that 
pupils become fluent in their learning and master 
skills. 

Impact upon Teaching 



Teachers reinforce an expectation that all pupils are capable of 

achieving high standards in mathematics.  

The large majority of pupils progress through the curriculum content at the 

same pace. Differentiation is achieved by emphasising deep knowledge 

and through individual support and intervention.  

Teaching is underpinned by methodical curriculum design and supported 

by carefully crafted lessons and resources to foster deep conceptual and 

procedural knowledge.  

Practice and consolidation play a central role. Carefully designed 

variation within this builds fluency and understanding of underlying 

mathematical concepts in tandem.  

Teachers use precise questioning in class to test conceptual and 

procedural knowledge, and assess pupils regularly to identify those 

requiring intervention so that all pupils keep up. 

NCETM October 2014 

Mastery 



Mastery in Maths 



Mastery in Maths 



Pupils are assessed against the curriculum content for their year 

group throughout the year. 

At the end of the year, pupils are assessed as either emerging, 

developing or secure against the curriculum for their year group. 

Attainment will be communicated to parents in this manner: 

2E- pupil is emerging in their understanding of the curriculum 

2D- pupil is developing their understanding of the curriculum 

2S- pupil is secure with the curriculum 

 

No child will be secure until a point in the year when they are 

able to apply their understanding across a range of curriculum 
areas. 

South Gloucestershire Approach 



We have developed our approach to 
assessment in collaboration with 3 other 
schools. 

Designed bespoke pupil skills sheets which 
show pupils, teachers and parents what has 
been learnt and mastered as well as future 
targets. 

Puts mastery and application at the heart of 
teaching and assessment. 

The Manor’s Approach 



Mastery Over Time 

Target setting and 
ongoing 

assessments of 
learning 

Testing 
Distance 

assessment  

Pupil Skills Sheets 

Daily learning and 

teaching 

Termly Tests 

Application through 
different contexts 

and curriculum areas 



Pupil Skills Sheets for writing and maths. 

Shared language for teachers, pupils and parents. 

Used for target setting and ongoing assessment of learning 
daily, weekly and termly. 

Pupils involved in identifying targets and learning 
conversations. 

Termly tests in reading and maths (GPS for year 2 and 6) to 
check application and deep learning. 

Reading assessed mainly through testing and informed by 
teacher assessment – due to the generalised statements 
within the new curriculum.  

You will be told whether your child is emerging, developing 
or secure with the curriculum content for their year group. 

Attainment will be communicated through year group 
number and letters, E, D or S e.g. 5D. 
 

Manor Assessment 



Our Aim: transparent, collaborative, 
integrated 

Children have a 
direct and personal 

view of the 
knowledge, skills and 
understanding that 
form their learning 

journey for the year. 
The children know 

their targets and can 
talk about their next-
steps and progress.  

Teachers are clear 
on the knowledge, 

skills and 
understanding that 
the children in their 
year group are to 

master. Teachers can 
clearly identify gaps 
and select next-steps 

for teaching and 
learning at class, 

group and individual 
level. 

Parents and 
teachers and 

children can talk 
openly about 

learning. Progress 
and attainment is 
rooted in a shared 

language of 
personalised 

learning. 



Our website (for term 2) 

- Pupil Skills Sheets for each year group. 

- Web links to help support home learning. 

 

Support with Home Learning. 

Ongoing discussion about targets and learning in 
school. 

Pupils may feel that they can ‘do’ something and they 
should be moving onto a new skill. However, mastery 
comes through depth, application and fluency across 
a range of situations. 

How can you help your child? 



Changes to end of Key Stage 
Assessment 

KS1 (Year 2) 

Reading Test 

Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling Test 

Maths Paper 1 

(arithmetic) 

Maths Paper 2 

(reasoning) 

 

KS2 (Year 6) 

Reading Test 

Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling Test 

Maths Paper 1 (arithmetic) 

Maths Paper 2 and 3 

(mathematical reasoning, 

fluency and problem 

solving) 

Writing will continue to be teacher assessed. 



Any Questions? 


