
 

            Reading at home 
                      The Manor Primary School 

 

“The more you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you 
learn, the more places you'll go.” 

                           Dr. Seus 

                 "I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!" 

 

                            

 

 

 

 



 
Why is it so important to read with my child at home? 
 
 
Reading is a big focus in our school; it underpins everything we do.  We want our 
pupils to read confidently by the time they leave Key Stage 1 so that they can access 
all other areas of learning with confidence and ease. 
 
A survey carried out in 2012 with nearly 35,000 pupils reveals some very interesting 
findings with regard to reading attitudes of eight to sixteen year olds.  It reports that: 
 
“children and young people are reading less and more are embarrassed to be seen 
reading, while many also believe that their parents don’t care if they spend time 
reading. However, not only are children and young people reading less and developing 
more negative attitudes towards reading, but there is also a clear correlation between 
this and their performance in reading tests.”   National Literacy Trust 2012 
 
Only 28.4% of those pupils questioned read outside school every day and 30.4% 
agreed that “I only read when I have to”.  However, pupils who enjoyed reading very 
much were four times as likely to read above the level expected for their age.  
Similarly, pupils who read daily, outside school were five times as likely to read above 
the expected level for their age compared with those who don’t.   
 
At The Manor we strive to help every child develop a love of reading for life.  We do 
this through various daily activities and whole school initiatives and we hope that 
children continue to develop this important skill at home. 
 
This leaflet will give you some practical advice about how you can support your child 
with their reading at home. 
 
 
How can I help my child at home? 
 
 Firstly, remember that the only way to improve literacy skills is to read, read and 

read!  This should start as soon as your child is able to look at picture books.   
 
 By reading to your child regularly, they are introduced to a whole new world of 

fiction where they can learn about characters, what happens in the story and 
whether they can relate to it.  Reading to your child, regardless of their age (yes, 
even 11 year olds), helps them develop a bank of ideas which they use in their 
writing.  They are so valuable.  A child can only write stories if they have the ideas 
to start with. 

 



 Secondly, try to encourage your child to read to you for regular short amounts of 
time (10 minutes a day is much better than 30 minutes once a week).  This does 
not always have to be the book they have brought home.    

 
Useful Tips   
 
 Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and pleasurable (make sure there are no 

distractions).  Concentrate on enjoyment and grasping the meaning rather than 
absolute accuracy. 

 
 Reading is not just about being able to read the text, this is only a small part of 

reading.  Talk about the cover and read the title before rushing your child into the 
text, asking questions, such as: what do you think it will be about; what sort of 
book is it; have you read one like this before? Look through the book, noticing 
interesting pictures and words, then read the opening together.   

 
 When your child is learning to read, it is good practice to read the book first to 

decode the text and then again to gain fluency and confidence. 
 
 Don't correct too quickly. If your child makes an error suggest having another go, 

searching the pictures for a clue, sounding out the first letter or reading on before 
you 'tell' the problem word. If your child is really struggling, take over the reading 
yourself and let the teacher know.  

 
 When your child brings home a book that has been read before, ask them to 

summarise what has happened.  Can they order the events in the story?  If they 
bring home a book they have read before, this is fine, we all have our favourites! 

 
 Reading does not just mean stories:  poems, factual books, instructions and comics 

are all valuable to your child’s reading development. 
 
 Reading should be FUN!  Create different voices for characters and read together, 

by showing your child the enjoyment that you can get from reading you are 
opening up a whole new world to them. 

 
 Questioning is particularly important for older, more able readers to support deeper 

understanding of the text.  Ask them to identify themes, characters’ emotions and 
reasons for events and to back up their comments with evidence from the text.   

 
 
How can you support school with your child’s reading? 
  
When your child has read to you, please note any comments which you feel will 
benefit the teacher – you do not need to write lots of information.  We formally assess 
your child’s reading at various points throughout the year and have a good 



understanding of their progress.  Sometimes just indicating what page you have 
reached is enough. 
 
We also carry out Guided Reading sessions on a weekly basis where we discuss 
different types of books, predict what might happen in the story, look at effective 
choice of words and character’s emotions or motives  etc.  Each session has a focus 
and allows teachers to determine the level of reading skills your child has.  Decoding 
text is only one aspect out of seven which we assess. 
 
What else will help my child with reading? 
 
 Join the local library together.  Libraries hold many events throughout the year to 

     encourage children’s love of books. 
 Use the computer: the following websites all support reading skills in a fun way: 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision, www.ictgames.co.uk, www.oxfordowl.co.uk 
www.learnenglish.britishcouncil.org, www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 

 First News is a newspaper written for primary school children, we have copies in 
our library which the children can read if they wish.   

 At school we set up reading buddies, particularly in Year 1 and 2.  If your child 
has an older sibling, encourage them to read together, this is a good experience for 
both ages. 

 
How does the Manor Primary support literacy across the school? 
 
We promote challenge in school by rewarding children with a reading leaf if they have 
read at least four times a week at home.  The classes compete to earn the most 
amount of leaves and these are displayed in the school.  At the end of each term the 
leaves are put together and a lucky leaf is picked: the winner is rewarded with a £10 
book voucher courtesy of FOMS.  The class with the most amount of leaves also wins 
a class treat. 
 
We hold regular book fairs where the school earns commission on the sales from the 
books that you buy.  We involve the children when replenishing the library and take 
their advice on the type of books they wish to see in their library. 
 
There are book corners in many classrooms and for upper KS2, there is a reading den 
situated outside their classrooms called The Inspiration Station.  This is a summer 
house that the children allowed to relax and read quietly in. 
 
The school has invested in an online reading scheme ‘Bug Club’ which allows the 
younger pupils to access reading books at home, matched to the phonics they are 
being taught.  This programme allows the children to play games to consolidate 
learning and they can also earn rewards! 
 

Many thanks for your support, 
From all the staff at The Manor Primary School 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision
http://www.ictgames.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/


 


