
Year 3
Mad about Maya Term 1

Knowledge Organiser 

Maya life
• The Maya were a civilisation who lived in 

Mesoamerica (now central America) between 
approximately 1800BC and 250AD 

• Maya society was formed of many different city-
states, each with their own ruler. 

• The King and the royal family were believed to be 
closely related to the Gods. 

• Maya cities were adorned with huge 
monuments and sculptures.

• They ate a variety of food and grew 
crops such as; maize, cacao, avocado
and beans. 

They kept live stock for meat. 
• Their clothing was made from woven cotton or sisal 

(a local plant). The rich often wore elaborate feather 
headdresses. 

• Maya writing (also known as hieroglyphs) was one of 
the earliest forms of writing in the world.

• Maya mathematics was extremely advanced. The 
Maya people had a number system that included zero 
(a lot of other civilisations didn’t!)

• The Maya people believed in many Gods and worship 
influenced many areas of their lives. 

• The Gods were bloodthirsty and the Maya people 
believed they needed to make human sacrifices to keep 
the Gods happy. 

Science – Teeth and Digestion
• Fully grown adults have 5 different types of teeth: 

Incisors – used to bite and cut food
Canines – used to tear or rip tougher foods
Pre molars – used to hold and crush food
Molars – used to grind food before swallowing it
Wisdom – extra molars.
Although, some wisdom teeth never come through. 

• Digestion is the process of your body softening food 
so that it can pass through. 

• Oesophagus is a muscular tube that moves food from 
the mouth to the stomach.

• Stomach is where the food is then broken down by 
stomach acid. 

• Small intestine where nutrients from 
the broken down food are absorbed 
into the body. 

• Large intestine where water is 
absorbed from remaining waste food.
Stool is formed here. 

• Rectum where stools are stored 
before leaving the body. 

Significant people 
and places.
Pakal the Great 

Longest reining Maya King.

Yax K’uk Mo
Founder and first king of 

Maya city Copan. 

Chichen Itza
A large city built by the 

Maya people containing a 
lot of temples, monuments 
and pyramids including; El 

Castillo. 

• You have two sets of teeth in your 
lifetime. 

• Adults have 32 teeth whilst children 
only have 20.



Spanish – Greetings and Introductions Purple Mash: Online Safety

Create a password and the 
importance of keeping this a 
secret,

Not all information we find 
online is true and some websites 
can be quite deceiving

Know which video games we 
are old enough to play and why 
we shouldn’t be playing those 
that are intended for older 
children. 

Jigsaw : Changing Me

Attitudes and actions make a difference in a class team. Use our school gems to develop 
into a good team player. 

Know and understand who is in our school community and the roles everyone plays. 

Understand what democracy is and how it works within our school through looking at 
school council roles. 

Understand actions affect yourself as well as others, develop a sense of care towards 
otherwise and empathise with them. 

Understand how groups come together and make decisions that are fair. 

Understand how democracy and having a voice benefit our school community.    

Vocabulary 
Temple – A building devoted to the worship of a god or 
gods.

Pyramid – Structure with a square or triangular base and 
sloping sides that meet in a point at the top.

Priest – A religious leader.

Warrior – A brave, experienced soldier or fighter. 

Monument – A building, structure, or site that is of historical 
importance or interest.

Calendar – A calendar of several cycles or counts of different 
lengths. 

Hieroglyphs – A picture of an object representing a word, 
syllable, or sound.

Cocoa beans – A seed used to make chocolate.

Astronomy – A branch of science that looks at space. 

Stelae - an upright stone slab or column typically bearing an 
inscription often serving as a gravestone.


